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INTRODUCTION - For the One Who Is Reading This

This book is for everyone who has ever felt there must be more.
More colour. More sound. More possibilities. More you.

It’s for anyone who has ever wondered:

Do what I feel really fit inside the boxes made for me?

Do I have to choose between what’s practical and what I truly want?
Am I the only one who thinks perfection can be a little... boring?

Aria, Lira, Kai, and their friends know those questions. They live in a world where everything has
been optimised—until the feeling of wonder was almost forgotten. Until a dancing spark of light, a
green sprout between the stones, and a secret invitation changed everything.

This story is about courage. About friendship. About finding your own voice in a world that would
rather you stayed quiet.

It’s about building bridges where others only see walls.

About echoes that keep sounding—Ilong after everyone else thinks it’s silent.

Take this invitation.

Step inside.

And discover what happens when you dare to ask:
“What if?”



PART ONE - THE BEGINNING OF SOMETHING
DIFFERENT

PART I
THE BEGINNING OF SOMETHING DIFFERENT
CHAPTER 1 — A Morning with a Question

Aria woke before the light reached her window.

Not because she had to, but because something in her wouldn’t let her sleep any longer. The world
felt... awake. As if the air itself was holding its breath.

She lay still for a moment, listening. The soft hum of the city drifted through the walls—carefully
tuned, perfectly regulated. Even the birds outside followed a calculated rhythm, their songs timed to
the minute. Everything in this world had its place. Its purpose. Its efficiency.

Aria turned onto her side and stared at the faint glow along the edge of her desk. It pulsed once.
Then again.

She frowned.
That wasn’t normal.

The light shimmered like a reflection on water, thin lines weaving together and drifting apart again.
Not sharp. Not demanding. Curious. Almost... friendly.

Aria sat up slowly. The glow responded, brightening just a little, as if it had noticed her too.
“Okay,” she whispered. “That’s new.”

She reached out, hesitated, then pulled her hand back. Ever since the Orientation Tests, she had
learned to be careful. To observe before acting. To analyse before deciding. That was how things



